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National Lab Day needs Scientists, Technologists, Engineers, and
Mathematicians!

The United States typically ranks wedlow average in student science and math scores when compared to the
other industrialized nations of the world. We mustcharig& I & AF ¢S I NB G2 NBYlI Ay O2
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National Lab DagNLD)s one of the responses to that call for action. It is endorsed by more than 200+
professional organizations, with a combined membership of over 6 million people.
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e e e is any placevhere students can tinker, explore,
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their hands dirty and their minds engaged.lab could

be a laptop for a software designer, a mountaintop to a

geologist, a computer link to a distant particle

acelerator to a physicist, or a factory floor to an industrial engineeti. Q& LI | -OSessois BINE K I Yy R

science, engineering, and technology can happen, or where math can come alive to a child. It could be anywhere

in the physical or virtual world.

Itis notjustl R & ® OIKDAcHvitiés &ilbl Kighlightedn a series of events during the first week of May
2010. These events will showcase novel projects, projects that engendered strong student involvement, and



projects that cross disciplmy or school boundaries. The events will celebrate and recognize the contributions
of NLDvolunteers. Of course, schools and teachers do not have to have a culminating event at all, and if they do
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hope is that it will build the ongoing, lorigrm collaborations with schools and after school programs we need

to make high quality, handsn STEM experiences routinglyailable to all students.
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The first step is easy. Register on our website: e
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information, help with a science fair project, chaperones for a

field trip, or just an extra set of hands for a class project,
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learning experiences.

The teachers registdor NLDand are asked to post their
proposed projects. Some of the projects are quite
specific, others are wide open. Often the teacher is not
sure exactly what he/she wants but is looking for help in
developing a great project. You could be that helpe Th
projects can request anythimgequipment, help cleaning
the lab, chaperones for a field tripbut 94% of the
teachers ask for help from STHidsed professional¥.ou
can help them with content material. You can tie their
lessons to the real world. You ctaik to their students
about careers. You can share your excitement and
enthusiasm.

How do you connect with a project?
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mo nth tudﬂnb will ba researching a

y being studied by scientists and then drawing their own conclusions. Topics include dark matter, black
oles, cosmology, space technology and the search for exoplanets. Preparing for the paper, students will be
researching background info, up-to-date articles and trying to contact scientists. But the closer to school the better.
Students will need help with: - question/s they will be asl—'mg about their topic, - flushing our their ideas, - seeing
the wide scope of astronomy, etc. They will be conducting their research from March to May.

You can find projects in three ways. First, you can browsg "' st commites
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your ZIP code or use a keyword search and you will instantly find connections.
Second, you can wait for us to find matches for you. Periodically you will be sent matches to schools and teachers
your local area. Yotlen contact them through theNLDsite (we do not give out your-gail address). Third, you can
be proactive. Go to your local school and tell them aléuD Help them to enlist other volunteers.
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Dear Jan C.

Tips and Suggestions fory O S

1.

Check out theNLDNB & 2 dzZND S & o

discuss your involvement in getting students excited about science.

Teachers Who Need My Help

=
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' Megan B.
Alexandria, VA (1 mile away)
Engineering
Junior Engineering Technical Society

Ruth S.
Arlington, VA (3 miles away)

Science, Earth/Environmental Science
Ballou Senior High School

We have identified the following as good potential matches for your profile as a Scientist on
NationalLabDay.org. When you click on an item below, you can easily take the next step to
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suggestions for cool projects.
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Talk to your teachers before any classroom visits to understand what their studeows knd what vocabulary
they are using around your topic. Make sure you and the teacher agree on your role and responsibilities.

e
e S

O



3. Many schools have strict requirements that must be met before volunteers can show up at the school. Check
with your teacher iradvance to know what they are.

4. Ask more guestions than you answer. Make sure that the kids get to participate. Make ittnands
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6. Teachers can ask for supplies or materials as well as help. Those requests are sent to DonorsChoose. You car
click on the DonorsChoose button on any Project description to contribute. Some teachers have already gotten
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Dear Janice,

Thank you so much for funding our project! We are excited to put solar energy into use at our
school and introduce these high school aged kids to what it means to be sustainable when it
comes to energy use. It is so important that kids today leam to take only what they need and to
utilized safe clean energy resources such as solar energy. Your donations will help me teach them
that it is not just a theory but a real system they can implement even in their own homes. I can't
wait to tell my classes that you have been generous enough to make this happen!

With gratitude,
Mrs. B.

For more information on DonorsChoose, w&av.donorschoose.org

2 SONB K2 LAYy 3 KL HLDE thoathah jusNdoreQihd dveintAV2eyhopa tifat it will become the
beginning or the next stem in an ongoing relationship with your local teachd¥&.Daims to give all kids routine
access to the scientists, techies, engineers, and mathematicians who can inspire them.

Help to bring science to life for our next generation!

Contacts: Jan Cuny, Senior Director Professional and Fe@eogirams jan@nationallabday.org
Jack Hidary, Chairmapack@nationdabday.org
Miro Sutton, Project Coordinatomiro@nationallabday.org
Samantha Israel, Project Coordinagamantha@nationallabday.org
Camsie Matis, Einstefrellow, K12 Educat@amsie @nationallabday.org
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