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University and College Participation in National Lab Day

The United States typically ranks well-below average in student science and math scores when

compared to the other industrialized nations of the world. We must change that if we are to remain
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| want to persuade you to spend time in the classroom, talking and showing young people what
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of things, not just consumers of things. 1T President Obama April 2009

National Lab Day (NLD) is one of the responses to that call for action. It is endorsed by more than 200+
professional organizations, with a combined membership of over 6 million people. Universities have an
important role to play and we need your help.

ab DAY ... BT \What is it?National Lab Day is an unprecedented effort
BT RO {0 bring exciting, hands-on, discovery-based experiences
in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) to
students. ItQ @nationwide movement to support
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FIND RESOURCES. SIGN UP NOW.

National Lab Day is a nationwide initiative to
build local communities of support tha

hat wil foser community volunteers, and communities rallying around

ongoing collaborations among volunteers, students
and educators.
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National Lab Day is hosting an online video
contest. We want to see your projects!

View more information about the contest

The first place winner wil receive a $1,500
*shopping spree” on DonorsChoose.org and a Flip
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through them with > map. % NEEDING YOUR HELP. SIGN UP NOW..

faculty, and other STERBased professionals donating
NLD Video Contest Dp—— their time and expertise to our-k2 schoolsL Gt Q& F ff 2 7F

|/ NOT A SCIENTIST OR TECHIE BUT
| STILL WANT TO HELP? SIGN UP

" working together to give kids well-equipped labs and
access to the scientists and engineers who can inspire

ORGANIZATIONS
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PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR

YideoCamcorder. ﬂ = i ORGANIZATION TO JOIN OUR ONLINE th em.
COMMUNITY. SIGN UP NOW.

ﬂ Opening the Door for ST... Environmental Science ...  Identifying and Eradicati...
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bubbling beakers, frogs or scurrying beetles. A lab is any

NSTAE,. ©/C.. Moyl oo @ K place where students can tinker, explore, experiment,
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and their minds engaged. A lab could be a laptop for a

software designer, a mountaintop to a geologist, a computer link to a distant particle accelerator to a

physicist, or a factory floor to an industrial engineer. L G Q& | LJ I -OnSesséndirSstieBce, K | Y R &
engineering, and technology can happen, or where math can come alive to a child. It could be anywhere

in the physical or virtual world.

ltisnotjustl R & & O Activities Wil cNdlrite in a series of events during the first week of May

2010. These events will showcase novel projects, projects that engendered strong student involvement, and

projects that cross disciplinary or school boundaries. The events will celebrate and recognize the contributions

of NLD volunteers. Of course, schools and teachers do not have to have a culminating event at all, and if they do
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NLD is much more than a day or a week, though. It will continue well beyond this spring as more
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citizens, and especially citizen scientists and STEM-based professionals, to see schools as an important

national resource worthy of their support. Ou

Are you a scientist, engineer, technologist, or mathematician? Teachers and students need your expertise! By
registering, we can immediately match you to projects in your area where you can make a difference.

Contact Info Areas of expertise: (check all that apply) *

TED

nember of TED.com

Please describe your educational background [degrees,
institutions)

| would like to offer my expertise

r hope is that it will build the ongoing, long-term
collaborations with schools and after school programs we
need to make high quality, hands-on STEM experiences
routinely available to all students.

How do individuals volunteer?

The first step is easy. Register on our website:
www.nationallabday.org.

The next step is to get hooked up to a project. Much of our
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additional lab equipment, personal mentoring from a scientist,

a visit to a working lab, tech support, internships, help with a

lesson plan, up-to-date career information, help with a science

fair project, chaperones for a field trip, or just an extra set of

hands for a class project, teachers know best what will
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The teachers also register for NLD and are asked to post their
proposed projects. Some of the projects are quite specific,

others are wide open. Often the teacher is not sure exactly what he/she wants but is looking for help in

developing a great project. You could be that

help. The projects can request anythingt equipment, help

cleaning the lab, chaperones for a field tript but 94% of the teachers ask for help from STtzided

professionalsyou can help them with conten
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Project Subject
Biology
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Project Location Louisiana

New Orleans, LA

o
New Tberia

Project Time Period

Thibsdaud
Ends about 1 month from now on May 24 e

Project Description
| would love for my students to be able to go to
Lafitte Bayou and discover the complexity of life
within the ecosystem there. 1 am looking for a
biologist/ecologist that can work with my group
of 15 middle school students to develop a clear
understanding of the
ecology. 1 would love
truly hands on experif
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1 want to help

MacArthur  Higiky Founation
Foundation
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t material. You can tie their lessons to the real world. You can
talk to their students about your career. You can share your
excitement and enthusiasm.

How do you connect with a project?

You can find projects in three ways. First, you can browse
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scanning the Project Map. If you see a project that you like,
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that allows you to type in your zip code and find projects,

teachers, organizations and other STEM-based professionals

in your area.

Second, you can wait for us to find matches for you.

Periodically you will be sent matches to schools and teachers

in your local area. You can then contact them through the

NLD site (we do not give out your e-mail address).

Third, you can be proactive. Talk to your colleagues about

NLD. Go to your local school and offer to help. Help enlist

other volunteers.
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http://www.nationallabday.org/

Dear Jan C.

We have identified the following as good potential matches for your profile as a Scientist on
Nationall.abDay.org. When you click on an item below, you can easily take the next step to
discuss your involvement in getting students excited about science.
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How can Universities and Colleges Help?
We are asking universities and colleges to take a leadership role in NLD activities in their local areas. There
are many possibilities, including:

1. Publicize NLD throughout your university, and encourage your students and faculty to get involved.

2. Encourage honor societies and other service-minded student organizations on your campus to get
involved.

3. Promote NLD as a service learning opportunity.

4. Encourage university students to take a leadership role in organizing the participation of their peers
in NLD.

5. Hold seminars or workshops to help guide scientists and other STEM-based professionals in effective
communication of science ideas to kids.

6. Create professional development opportunities for teachers to introduce them to hands-on science
projects.

7. Publicize NLD in your local K-12 schools where you work. Encourage your colleagues in K-12 to join.
Ask them to spread the word.

8. Be proactive. Help teachers and volunteers who have registered for NLD in your area to find
matches.
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Help to bring handson STEM learning to all kids!

Contacts: Jan Cuny, Senior Director Professional and Federal Programs jan@nationallabday.org
Jack Hidary, Chairman jack@nationallabday.org
Miro Sutton, Project Coordinator miro@nationallabday.org
Samantha Israel, Project Coordinator samantha@nationallabday.org
Camsie Matis, Einstein Fellow, K12 Educator camsie@nationallabday.org
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