National Lab Day

Bringing Exciting Hands-On Learning to Students

What is National Lab Day?

National Lab Day (NLD) is a public-private partnership launched in November 2009 to support science,

technology, engineering and math (STEM) education. It is part of the White House Educate to Innovate

Initiative, and aims to match up K-12 educators and STEM-0 I & SR LINE T S &IaIANDW 2 f &é A0 & tyS G
interface. Teachers or after school providers can go to the site, post projects and search for volunteer scientists,
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discipline (e.g. chemistry, computer science) or geographic location.

When is NLD?

b[ 5 A&y Qi 2 dz& dktivities viRllgdon tArdlishbut the§ear] The goal is to mobilize citizens and
citizen scientists to see their schools and their teachers as an important national resource worthy of ongoing
support. Long term collaborations are the goal; high quality, hands-on STEM experiences should be the norm
for all students.

NLD will have a series of celebratory events in the beginning of May this year. The intent is to showcase projects
at the local, regional and national level that engendered strong student involvement, projects that were novel
and innovative or that crossed school or discipline boundaries. Communities can, of course, choose to celebrate
NLD at any time.

What does NLD mean by a lab?

A lab is any place where students can experiment, explore, get their hands dirty and their minds engaged. It
could be a laptop, a mountaintop or a factory floor. A lab is wherever hands-on discovery based lessons in
engineering, science, or technology can happen or where math can come alive to a child.

How do you get involved?

Teachers, volunteers and STEM-based professionals can easily register at www.nationallabday.org. The process
is simple ¢ but that is only the first step!



http://www.nationallabday.org/

Teachers can post a project by filling out a project request form. WhethS NJ A (1 Q &
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personal mentoring from a scientist, a visit to a working lab, tech support, internships, help with a lesson plan,

up-to-date career information, help with a science fair project, chaperones for a field trip, or just an extra set of

hands for a class project, teachers | Y 2 &

experiences.

Some sample projects include:

e Skype with a Scientist ¢ an elementary teacher
wants to skype with various STEM professionals
once a month and allow her students to ask

questions about science

e Science Fair assistance ¢ teachers want science
fair judges, mentors, help with project ideas

e Specific Lab help ¢ middle and high school
teachers especially have exciting labs planned
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those labs rich, exciting and real-world based.
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Miro Sutton, Project Coordinator
Samantha Israel, Project Coordinator

Camsie Matis, Einstein Fellow and K-12 Educator
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Women (and girls) in Science

Project Type
In Classroom

Project Subject
Science

Project Location Denon ke
Dallas, TX
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Project Time Period
Ends 2 months from now on Jun 16,
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Project Description
1 would like to see about 8 female adults with
careers in science (preferably 8 very different
careers) come to a “career fair” of sorts attended
by my lower school (15t-4th grade) students—-ALL
GIRLS. | would like for them to talk with the
students about what they do, why they enjoy it
where they went to school, how they came to be involved in their field, what they enjoyed doing when they were
children, what they do when theyre not working....| want my girls to be inspired by the knowledge that science
provides a host of career options for women. | see this an event that would take place at school, on a weekday,
perhaps all afternoon (noon-3pm)....anything the scientists could bring that the girls could actually touch,
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Teacher Updates

Should have mentioned--this would probably happen in May, 2010.

What other resources does NLD offer?

NLD is partnered with Donors Choose. Teachers can request
supplies and equipment directly from the link on the project request
form. In addition, the website has resources from dozens of partner
organizations ranging from interactive websites, video links and
downloadable lesson plans.

Organizations can register via the NLD site, and create personalized
project pages.

How can | get more information?

tfSIHaAasS oAaArAld GKS a! o62dzi b[5¢ G2
press, find video links and to read NLD Testimonials. Visit the site,
check out activities in your area, post a project and get involved!

jack@nationallabday.org
jan@nationallabday.org
miro@nationallabday.org
samantha@nationallabday.org
camsie@nationallabday.org
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